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The Importance of Culture
| have lived in Japan for three months, but | already know
there are many cultural differences between the United States
The biggest | have seen is not the things you

and Japan.

—

typically hear about. Yes, it was hard to adjust to not wearing
shoes in the house, having fish and rice with every meal, and
not having napkins or paper towels at the table. But to me, the
difference is in the education children receive. Public schools in
Japan are equal to what | would experience at a private school

| believe schools in Japan go a step further than

The schools here focus on educating the whole person.

Much time is devoted to building a sense of team spirit. Schools

in America.

that.

By making every class important,

students are more involved. Children find a class they really

like, and learn to enjoy school.
| see this in the many people who have

Long term, | believe this leads to a more respectful and tightly
stopped to say hello or tried to help me adjust to living in Japan.

also take the time to stress the importance of art, music, and
sports along with the more academic classes of the students
Everyday when | go to school students and teachers take the
time to say good morning. When | am walking to work, PTA
volunteers make a point of saying hello and good morning. This

such as math and science.

bonded community.

People in America no

While living in Fukaya, | have also noticed how

has taken a while for me to adjust to.

longer do this.

believe this is because the people here are proud of their city
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| hope to take this respect

and friendliness back home with me to America.
AtDEE MY

People take the time to pick up leaves, throw
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away their trash, and do not leave cigarettes on the ground.

and friends with their neighbors.

clean the city is.
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